
 

 
December 10, 2020 
Returning to Remote Instruction 
 
The Carlynton School District is greatly appreciative of the combined efforts of our students, 

staff and families to create a safe environment where in-person learning can occur for our 

students.  The increased number of COVID-19 cases in the area, however, is having a 

significant impact on both student and staff attendance.   Due to this circumstance, and to 

maintain more consistency for instruction, we will return to remote learning beginning 

Monday, December 14.  We will communicate with families on January 8 with an update in 

regard to when we will plan to return to in-person instruction and will continue to update our 

COVID-19 Tracker on our website.   

 

Please continue to encourage your child to maintain regular attendance by logging onto their 

Google Classroom and establishing a daily routine.  Engage in conversations about their 

coursework and assist them in meeting established due dates for homework and other 

assignments.  Teachers will continue to be available during their office hours to help students 

with their coursework.   

 

The health and safety of our students and staff is paramount and we thank you for your 

ongoing support and cooperation.  We wish all of our families a safe and enjoyable holiday 

season.   

 
 
December 3, 2020 
Return to In-Person Instruction 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable and safe Thanksgiving holiday with family.  On Monday, 
December 7, 2020 the Carlynton School District will return to in-person instruction 
using the same model in place prior to the break.   
 
Please continue to reach out to your child’s principal or school nurses to keep them informed 
of positive cases in your household.  If anyone in your home is being tested for COVID-19, 
please keep your child at home until all test results are negative or you are cleared by the 
health department.  Allegheny County has resources available for those without 
transportation or other barriers to getting tested and publishes locations where COVID tests 
are issued.   COVID symptoms in children and teens often resemble a common cold, such as 



minor congestion, headache, sore throat, and a light cough.  Therefore, we continue to ask 
parents to keep their child at home if they have mild cold-like symptoms.   
 
The travel order issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Health remains in effect until 
further notice.  Pennsylvania residents over the age of 11 who are traveling out-of-state or to 
an international location, must produce evidence of a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours 
prior to entering Pennsylvania, or quarantine for 14 days upon reentry.  Therefore, if you 
recently traveled or plan to travel out-of-state in the upcoming weeks, please notify your 
child’s principal so we can properly prepare and assist with calculating return to school dates  
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education released new guidelines for schools planning to 
remain open during the pandemic.  These new guidelines require schools to move to a 
remote model if there are a certain number of active cases in our buildings.  Details related to 
these new guidelines will be shared at our next school board meeting on December 8, 2020 
at 7:00 PM.  The Carlynton COVID Tracker is updated daily and details the number of active 
cases and the number of staff and students quarantined in the District.    
 
The health and safety of our students and staff is paramount and we thank you for your 
ongoing support and cooperation. 
 
 
November 18, 2020 
Temporary Return to Remote Instruction 

The Carlynton School District is greatly appreciative of the combined efforts of our students, 
staff and families to create a safe environment where in-person learning can occur for our 
students.  The rapidly increasing number of COVID-19 cases in the area is of great concern 
to both the school district and local health officials.  Subsequent to the increased number of 
cases, the new state-issued restrictions, and the impact this has on our staff, we will 
temporarily return to 5-day remote instruction beginning Monday, November 23 and 
continuing through Friday, December 4.  We plan to monitor local conditions and return to 
our current schedule beginning Monday, December 7.   

Recently, the Pennsylvania Department of Health released new orders to help mitigate the 
spread of the virus.  Some of these new orders will have a direct impact on how the District 
operates.  Pennsylvania residents traveling out of state or an international location, must 
produce evidence of a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours prior to entering 
Pennsylvania, or quarantine for 14 days upon reentry.  This order takes effect this Friday and 
will remain in place until further notice.  Therefore, if you plan to travel out of state in the 
upcoming weeks, please notify your child’s principal so we can properly prepare and assist 
with calculating return dates to school. 

Please continue to reach out to your child’s principal or school nurses to keep them informed 
of positive cases in your household.  If anyone in your home is being tested for COVID-19, 
please keep your child home until all test results are negative or you are cleared by the health 
department.  Allegheny County has resources available for those without transportation or 
other barriers to getting tested and publishes locations where COVID tests are 
issued.   COVID symptoms in children and teens often resemble a common cold, such as 
minor congestion, headache, sore throat, and a light cough.  Therefore, we continue to ask 
parents to keep their child at home if they have mild cold-like symptoms.   

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/aORjzNG0Iq0WGQrK4ri8yQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhlrfmP0RoaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxsZWdoZW55Y291bnR5LnVzL0hlYWx0aC1EZXBhcnRtZW50L1Jlc291cmNlcy9DT1ZJRC0xOS9JbmZvcm1hdGlvbi1vbi1DT1ZJRC0xOS1UZXN0aW5nLmFzcHhXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBIZoS1X9ke-bBSJG1pY2hhbGUuaGVycm1hbm5AY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/-NzsocupZTWYDCtH-TnXcA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhlrfmP0RcaHR0cDovL2FsY29naXMubWFwcy5hcmNnaXMuY29tL2FwcHMvTmVhcmJ5L2luZGV4Lmh0bWw_YXBwaWQ9NDcyYmFkNWJhMTlmNDI0N2EwOTRkNTVlNzEyMTk1YzhXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBIZoS1X9ke-bBSJG1pY2hhbGUuaGVycm1hbm5AY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51c1gEAAAAAQ~~


 

Please continue to encourage your child to maintain regular attendance by logging onto their 
Google Classroom and establish a daily routine.  Engage in conversations about their 
coursework and assist them in meeting established due dates for homework and other 
assignments.  Teachers will continue to be available during their office hours to assist 
students with their coursework.   
 
 
November 1, 2020 
Positive COVID-19 Cases 

This weekend, we learned that a staff member at Carnegie Elementary School tested positive 
for COVID-19 on October 31.  Contact tracing was conducted in unison with the Allegheny 
County Health Department.  Individuals who were considered close contacts with this 
individual have been notified and were provided with specific guidance.  As an added layer of 
protection, members of our custodial staff reported to Carnegie Elementary School this 
weekend to sanitize areas of the building.   

Information of this nature can be troubling, however, please recognize that numerous safety 
precautions are implemented to help prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus in the 
schoolhouse.  Each reported case will be independently examined to determine how we will 
move forward with our instructional model.  As we learn of new cases, we will be transparent, 
however, an individual’s health status is considered private information and will not be shared 
with the public.   

Please continue to monitor your child’s health condition on a daily basis.  If your child is ill or 
experiences any of the following symptoms at home, it is extremely important that your child 
remains at home and accesses instruction remotely using Google Classroom.   

Symptoms of COVID-19 include: 

- Fever or chills 
- Cough 
- Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
- Fatigue 
- Muscle or body aches 
- Headache 
- New loss of taste or smell 
- Sore throat 
- Congestion or runny nose 
- Nausea or vomiting 
- Diarrhea 

We know this is a difficult time for everyone. The health and safety of our students and staff is 
paramount and we thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation. 

 
 
 



October 26, 2020 
Welcoming Students Back to School 
 
We are excited to welcome students back into our buildings this Thursday! Students in 
grades K-3 at Carnegie and Crafton Elementary Schools and students enrolled in our Life 
Skills/Autistic Support classrooms will report to school Thursday and Friday of this 
week.  Please review the transportation schedules that were mailed to families during the first 
week of October.  As a reminder, elementary bus runs will be delayed by 15 minutes.  If you 
have any questions regarding transportation, please contact our Transportation Department 
at 412-429-2500, ext. 1107.   
 

As we transition to face-to-face instruction, it is important for parents to monitor their child’s 
health condition on a daily basis.  People with COVID-19 report a wide range of symptoms, 
from mild symptoms to severe illness. After exposure to the virus, it can take 2 to 14 days to 
develop symptoms. The average time is about 5 to 7 days. Up to 40% of people with the virus 
may have no symptoms or very mild symptoms.  If your child is ill or experiences any of the 
following symptoms at home, it is extremely important that your child remains at home and 
accesses instruction remotely using Google Classroom.   

  
Symptoms of COVID-19 include: 

 Fever or chills 

 Cough 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 Fatigue 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headache  

 Loss of taste or smell 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Diarrhea 
 

If at any time, your family plans to travel to a state identified as a hotspot, we ask that your 
child remain at home for 14 days upon return.  The list of states is updated periodically.  Our 
instructional model is designed to provide quality instruction at home throughout the 
pandemic.   
 

As an added layer of protection, the District will not be serving breakfast in 
classrooms.  Students in all of our buildings will be receiving food at the conclusion of each 
school day at no charge.  Students will be able to take this food home and consume their 
breakfast prior to reporting to school the following day.  Meals will continue to be distributed 
Monday through Friday at both Carnegie Elementary and Crafton elementary schools 
between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  Meals are also available at St. John’s Lutheran Church on 
Washington Avenue, Carnegie, from 1:00 to 2:00 pm.  All standard meals for the remainder 
of the school year will be provided to all students free of charge. Students will still have the 
opportunity to purchase some al la carte items.   
 

If you have not completed our Return to School Survey, please do so at your earliest 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerois7honCwV1pmmgp_Ec13E1H49FUZa-lzdxL0IohLk_oVg/viewform


convenience.  It is very important for each of our schools to have accurate information.  If 

your plans change regarding physically attending school, please contact your building 

principal.  For additional information regarding services, please visit our website.  

 
 
 
October 16, 2020 
Phased Approach to Face-to-Face Instruction  
 
At the October 13, 2020 school board meeting, the Board of Directors approved a phased 
approach to providing face-to-face instruction for students.  Students in grades K-3 at 
Carnegie and Crafton Elementary School will report to school four days per week (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) beginning Thursday, October 29.  Students in grades 4-12 
will report to school twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday) beginning on Thursday, November 
5.  Additionally, students enrolled in our Life Skills and Autistic Support programs will report to 
school four days per week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) beginning October 
29.  Building principals will provide more specific information regarding protocols and 
procedures at all levels, however, additional information is provided below.  To help us plan 
for instruction, parents must inform the District of their plans to send their child to 
school using THIS FORM. One form is required for each student. Please complete this form 
by Monday, October 26. 
 
Elementary (K-6) 
To reduce the capacity on school buses, parents are encouraged to provide transportation to 
and from school when possible.  Drop off procedures will be shared by elementary principals 
for parents electing to drive their child to school.  Elementary school buses will be delayed by 
approximately 15 minutes.  If your child plans to use District transportation, please add 15 
minutes to the morning stop time.  This will allow students to report directly to classrooms for 
instruction at the beginning of the school day.   The elementary school day begins at 8:30 
AM.   
 
Secondary (7-12) 
To reduce the capacity on school buses, parents are encouraged to provide transportation, to 
and from school when possible.  The parking fee normally charged for student drivers this 
school year will be waived.  Drop off procedures will be shared by the principal for parents 
electing to drive their child to school.   
 
If you elect to keep your child at home, learning experiences will continue to be provided to 
students via Google Classroom.  Secondary teachers will broadcast their lessons live every 
period of the day when face to face instruction is provided.  Elementary teachers will 
schedule times when their lessons will be broadcast live during the day.  These times will be 
communicated by the classroom teacher.  Live broadcasts will not be recorded and uploaded 
to Google Classroom.  On days when all students are scheduled for remote learning, we will 
follow the same schedule we have used to this point in the school year.  
 
A Frequently Asked Questions document is attached and is also available on the District 
website to provide additional information regarding the next phase of instruction.  Parents will 
also receive additional information in the mail this week.  We greatly appreciate your 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerois7honCwV1pmmgp_Ec13E1H49FUZa-lzdxL0IohLk_oVg/viewform
https://www.carlynton.k12.pa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_715103/File/School%20News/FAQ%20Phase%202.pdf


continued patience and support as we continue to safely provide educational services to our 
students.   

 

September 17, 2020 
Remote Learning Extended 

At the September 15th school board meeting, the District announced the extension of remote 
learning through the end of the first nine weeks while plans are developed to have students 
physically return to our schools. Per the school calendar, the end of the first nine-week 
grading period is October 28th. 
 
At the present time, the District values the consistent method of delivering services to 
students five days-a-week. However, we recognize the value in implementing a model that 
incorporates face-to-face instruction. The goal is to build upon the original Health and Safety 
Plan with a greater emphasis placed on elementary students and those with significant 
learning needs. Families will be provided a two a week notice prior to transitioning to a new 
instruction model.  
 
The level of transmission in Allegheny County remains at the moderate level.  The metrics in 
place to determine the levels of transmission were developed by the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force.  The Pennsylvania Department of Education, in consultation with 
the Department of Health, recommends a hybrid or remote approach under our current 
conditions.  To assist the District in planning and preparing for the next phase of instruction, a 
survey will be shared with all families in the near future.  We look to collect this data in the 
very near future.   
 
The Allegheny County Health Department announced that additional services will be provided 
through the United Way’s 2-1-1 Help Line relating to school and COVID.  The help line is now 
able to assist in answering questions and providing consistent guidance and the most up-to-
date information to healthcare providers, school administrators and parents.  This service 
added nurses to its 2-1-1’s resources to bolster the United Way of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania’s ability to connect people to services and information they need during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Additionally, the county opened a COVID-19 testing site in McKeesport at 455 Industry 
Road.  The free COVID-19 testing, available for all ages, is made possible by CARES Act 
funding that has been allocated directly to the county with support from the state.   
  
The McKeesport site is by appointment only.  It is a drive-thru site and utilizes self-
administered tests. Those who are unable to drive to the site can contact the COVID-19 
Hotline at 1-888-856-2774 for additional options and resources.  To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about this testing site, please visit the Allegheny County Department of Health 
website. 
  
Individuals eligible for testing at the McKeesport site must meet one of the following criteria: 
·        Have symptoms of COVID-19; 
·        Have been in contact with someone that has COVID-19; 
·        Work in a nursing home or long-term care facility; 

https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Health-Department/Resources/COVID-19/McKeesport-Testing-Site.aspx
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Health-Department/Resources/COVID-19/McKeesport-Testing-Site.aspx


·        Are a critical infrastructure worker, health care worker, or first responder; 
·        Are a high-risk patient and have recently attended a gathering of 10 or more 
         people; or 
·        Live in a shelter or single room occupancy. 
 
Due to the limited test kits available, only 250 appointments are open each day. The site will 
conduct testing daily, Monday through Friday, from 10 AM to 4 PM. 
  
Testing is prioritized for persons who work or live in Allegheny County. Any person age 3 or 
older can be tested provided that they meet the criteria listed above. Instructions will be given 
at the site on how to administer your own test. You do not need insurance to be tested and 
there is no cost associated with testing. Test results will be available, on average, within 48 
hours after testing. 

 

September 2, 2020 
Meal Distribution Updates 

Based upon feedback, Carlynton’s meal distribution program has expanded their meal 
distribution times at both Carnegie and Crafton Elementary Schools.  Meals will now be 
distributed between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  Students enrolled in the Free and Reduced 
Lunch Program will be provided with both a breakfast and a lunch.  Students choosing to 
purchase a meal may use their MySchoolBucks account or cash to purchase their meal, 
however, we encourage students to use their MySchoolBucks account to help with safety 
measures.  Breakfast cost is $1.90 and lunch is $2.05. 

If you are experiencing issues with your district issued technology, our Technology 
Department is here to assist you.  If your device is not working properly, if you are 
experiencing difficulty logging on to your accounts, or if your device is damaged, please 
contact our Technology Department by phone at 412-429-2500, ext. 4357 or by email 
at chrome@carlynton.k12.pa.us.   If you are experiencing difficulty with the speed of your 
internet connection at home, reach out to your service provider to determine if they are able 
to make adjustments on their end.   

Please continue to encourage your child to access their teacher for assistance, as needed, 
during the scheduled office hours in the course of the instructional day.  Additionally, all 
lessons are recorded and placed on teachers’ Google Classroom sites.  Students are able to 
view these lessons for reinforcement or clarification.  

The District will continue to monitor our reopening plans and will provide additional 
information regarding instruction beyond September 25.  

 

August 25, 2020 
Great Start to the School Year 

Thank you for contributing to a successful beginning to the 2020-2021 school year at 
Carlynton.  If you were unable to pick up your child’s Chromebook and instructional supplies 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/9xtBDYssLXDHB8TLUGyInQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhMQy_P0RPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXlzY2hvb2xidWNrcy5jb20vdmVyMi9nZXRtYWluLmFjdGlvbj9jbGllbnRLZXk9JnJlcXVlc3RBY3Rpb249aG9tZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEc_2U9f6DBD_VIkbWljaGFsZS5oZXJybWFubkBjYXJseW50b24uazEyLnBhLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/9xtBDYssLXDHB8TLUGyInQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhMQy_P0RPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXlzY2hvb2xidWNrcy5jb20vdmVyMi9nZXRtYWluLmFjdGlvbj9jbGllbnRLZXk9JnJlcXVlc3RBY3Rpb249aG9tZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEc_2U9f6DBD_VIkbWljaGFsZS5oZXJybWFubkBjYXJseW50b24uazEyLnBhLnVzWAQAAAAB
mailto:chrome@carlynton.k12.pa.us


this past weekend, please report to Carnegie Elementary School or Crafton Elementary 
School to pick up your supplies.  Carnegie and 7-12 Rosslyn Farms residents should report 
to Carnegie Elementary School, Crafton and K-6 Rosslyn Farms residents should report to 
Crafton Elementary School. 

Our remote learning model engages students and teachers in a remote setting with valuable 
interactions occurring using many features in Google Classroom.  Teachers are able to 
broadcast live from their classroom, share instructional material on their screen, use 
document projectors and promethium boards to illustrate examples, and communicate live 
with our students.  

As we provide remote learning to our students, we are also recording the lessons and 
housing them in password protected Google Classrooms so students enrolled in the class 
can revisit lessons or watch lessons they were unable to attend.  This feature provides a 
great deal of flexibility to our students with the manner in which they approach their 
learning.  While recording in the remote setting, it is possible your child’s image will be 
captured.  Students and parents not comfortable with their image being recorded may turn off 
their camera during instruction.  Interactions with teachers during office hours, however, are 
not recorded or retained for educational purposes.   

To further assist with the transition back to school, a six part back to school virtual series for 
parents and caregivers will be available online every Wednesday evening in September.  The 
series entitled So Now What?, brings the country’s leading experts in education and 
childhood development together with parents and caregivers to share and learn from one 
another. The thirty minute sessions will cover a range of topics specific to this moment in 
time, including social emotional wellness, mental health, learning resources, communication, 
tech safety and much more.  To register for these sessions on Zoom, please 
visit http://bit.ly/SoNowWhatSeries. More information regarding this program is available 
on our website.  

Carlynton’s meal distribution program is currently offering meals to our students.  Based upon 
survey results, meals will be distributed at both Carnegie Elementary and Crafton Elementary 
Schools between 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM.  Students enrolled in the Free and Reduced 
Lunch Program will be provided with both a breakfast and a lunch.  Students choosing to 
purchase a meal may use their MySchoolBucks account or cash to purchase their meal, 
however, we encourage students to use their MySchoolBucks account to help with safety 
measures.  Breakfast cost is $1.90 and lunch is $2.05. 

 

August 21, 2020 
Tips for Seventh Graders 

 

Welcome to the junior-senior high school! 

Before the first day of school on Monday, August 24, we would like to remind you to check 
out the orientation video.The direct 
link is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0n4n4IlYuvs&feature=youtu.be. The video 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/9aZQnbzWl2HX76qoIxTi_A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhJl8VP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9haXUzLnpvb20udXMvd2ViaW5hci9yZWdpc3Rlci9XTl9qeVdHYmw1VFJleVJNamhuT29IVmlRVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARpUrRV-lP8XBUiRtaWNoYWxlLmhlcnJtYW5uQGNhcmx5bnRvbi5rMTIucGEudXNYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1K8uCncE8vcrOtdUplRIIw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhJl8VP0RXaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51cy9vdXJfZGlzdHJpY3QvbmV3cy93aGF0X3NfbmV3L25hdmlnYXRpbmdfcmVtb3RlX2xlYXJuaW5nVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARpUrRV-lP8XBUiRtaWNoYWxlLmhlcnJtYW5uQGNhcmx5bnRvbi5rMTIucGEudXNYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Np4fzClQtKtrWmuRqqvCWw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhJl8VP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXlzY2hvb2xidWNrcy5jb20vdmVyMi9nZXRtYWluP3JlcXVlc3RBY3Rpb249aG9tZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEaVK0VfpT_FwVIkbWljaGFsZS5oZXJybWFubkBjYXJseW50b24uazEyLnBhLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/78pJ9wKXVCW_oCI7oJLDTQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIUxHP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj0wbjRuNElsWXV2cyZmZWF0dXJlPXlvdXR1LmJlVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASMcYQF-hUwHXUiRtaWNoYWxlLmhlcnJtYW5uQGNhcmx5bnRvbi5rMTIucGEudXNYBAAAAAE~


provides some valuable tips for logging in to access school work and meeting your teachers 
online. 

While communication is sent home via mail and email, we also encourage parents and 
students to rely on the district website for information.   

The home page is: https://www.carlynton.k12.pa.us/. Under the HIGH SCHOOL tab, be sure 
to check out the Daily 
Announcements: https://www.carlynton.k12.pa.us/carylnton_jshs/daily_announcements 

Viewing the High School Daily Announcements page on a regular basis will help students 
and parents to stay In-the-know about what is happening at the JSHS.  

In addition, be sure to read the information posted on the Principal's Message page 
at https://www.carlynton.k12.pa.us/carylnton_jshs/principal_s_messaage. There is also a 
video from Principal Michael Loughren 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdtWOF_Q380&feature=youtu.be. 

 

 

August 21, 2020 
Getting Ready for School 

 
Just a few reminders before we begin instruction on Monday, August 24.  Students in grades 
7-12 should log onto their computers by 8:00 AM and attend their classes scheduled for the 
day.  Elementary students should log onto their computers by 9:00 AM.   

Chromebooks will be distributed to Carnegie and 7-12 Rosslyn Farms residents at Carnegie 
Elementary School today and tomorrow from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Elementary students 
should report to the main entrance of Carnegie Elementary School.  junior/senior high school 
students should report to the Charles Street entrance of Carnegie Elementary School.   

Chromebooks will be distributed to Crafton residents and K-6 Rosslyn Farms residents at 
Crafton Elementary School today and tomorrow from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Elementary 
students should report to the main entrance of Crafton Elementary School.  Junior/senior 
high school students should report to the rear alley entrance of Crafton Elementary School.  

Families who have both elementary and secondary age students will have to stop at each 
entrance in order to obtain devices for their children.  Please complete the forms mailed to 
families on August 14 prior to arrival for faster service.  

Our meal distribution program will begin on Monday, August 24.  Based upon survey results, 
meals will be distributed at both Carnegie Elementary and Crafton Elementary Schools 
between 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM.  Students enrolled in the Free and Reduced Lunch 
Program will be provided with both a breakfast and a lunch.  Students choosing to purchase 
a meal may use their MySchoolBucks account or cash to purchase their meal, however, we 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/IvuESzh6UtTMFIoBSRRR4A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIUxHP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51cy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBIxxhAX6FTAddSJG1pY2hhbGUuaGVycm1hbm5AY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/fodLq7v0Rj70Pa8ExCi5AA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIUxHP0RCaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51cy9jYXJ5bG50b25fanNocy9kYWlseV9hbm5vdW5jZW1lbnRzVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASMcYQF-hUwHXUiRtaWNoYWxlLmhlcnJtYW5uQGNhcmx5bnRvbi5rMTIucGEudXNYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_FWIZ4Gv0CjczUP3cd679w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIUxHP0RDaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FybHludG9uLmsxMi5wYS51cy9jYXJ5bG50b25fanNocy9wcmluY2lwYWxfc19tZXNzYWFnZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEjHGEBfoVMB11IkbWljaGFsZS5oZXJybWFubkBjYXJseW50b24uazEyLnBhLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/2RaauTM146QfngvIWUPxDw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIUxHP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1SZHRXT0ZfUTM4MCZmZWF0dXJlPXlvdXR1LmJlVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASMcYQF-hUwHXUiRtaWNoYWxlLmhlcnJtYW5uQGNhcmx5bnRvbi5rMTIucGEudXNYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/dXTnbFGMQIAquDjnmphOBQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhIS2JP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXlzY2hvb2xidWNrcy5jb20vdmVyMi9nZXRtYWluP3JlcXVlc3RBY3Rpb249aG9tZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEgJ-j9foVMaJ1IkbWljaGFsZS5oZXJybWFubkBjYXJseW50b24uazEyLnBhLnVzWAQAAAAB


encourage students to use their MySchoolBucks account to help with safety 
measures.  Breakfast cost is $1.90 and lunch is $2.05.   

Parents and students may find value in viewing the following videos regarding Google 
Classroom.  

Google Classroom for Parents - This ten-minute video provides a comprehensive overview 
of Google Classroom. 
 
Tech Toolkit for Parents and Guardians - This document has a variety of links to assist 
students and families navigate and learn in the Google Classroom environment.   

Tech Toolkit for Parents and Guardians: Junior Training Video Series - This site houses 
several short videos, less than two minutes each and covers topics such as: 
Taking Care of your Chromebook 
G Suite: Signing In 
G Suite: The Waffle Menu (AKA App Launcher Menu) 
G Suite: Writing an Email 
Google Classroom: Initial Access 
Google Classroom: Turning in Assignments 
Google Docs: Commenting  

If you have any questions regarding the opening of school, please reach out to your building 
principal: 
Carnegie Elementary School - Mrs. Lauren Baughman: 412-429-2540 ext. 3336 
Crafton Elementary School - Mrs. Marsha Burleson 412-429-2500 ext. 4301 
Junior Senior High School - Mr. Michael Loughren 412-429-2500 ext. 1109 

 

 

 

August 17, 2020 
Meal service and child care resources 
 

The Carlynton School District plans to continue to offer breakfast and lunch to students on 
weekdays throughout the school year.   Families who are enrolled in the Free and Reduced 
Meal Program will receive this service free or at a reduced rate.  Families not enrolled in the 
program will be able to purchase these meals at the regular cost of a breakfast or 
lunch.  Breakfast and lunch can be picked up from our distribution locations at the same 
time.  To help us determine the most ideal locations and times, we ask families to complete 
this survey.   

Parents who are experiencing difficulty finding childcare arrangements while the District 
operates in either a remote or hybrid model may find the following information valuable. 

Allegheny Child Care - www.alleghenychildcare.org  
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WHO: Trying Together in partnership with the Allegheny County Department of Human 
Services, and Allegheny Partners for Out-of-School Time (APOST), an initiative of the United 
Way of Southwestern PA; with additional support from the City of Pittsburgh; developed in 
collaboration with Child Care Aware of America, The Heinz Endowments, and technology 
partners Bowtie, BrightHive, and BridgeCare. 
 
WHAT: Beginning May 11, 2020, Allegheny County families with young children can now 
search available child care spots at all early learning, after-school, out-of-school, and virtual 
programs in real time with the Allegheny Child Care tool. 

WHY: From the COVID-19 crisis, Allegheny Child Care was a unique pilot project developed 
to support the child care needs of families (specifically ‘essential workers’ at the time) and 
assist providers with marketing and promoting their programs to fill vacant spots.  

QUESTIONS & SUPPORT: Email info@alleghenychildcare.org. 

Family Care & Education Forum  

WHO: Trying Together launched this Forum for parents, caregivers, babysitters, nannies, 
tutors, and educators to join. 

WHAT: Beginning August 3, 2020, the Family Care & Education Forum connects parents 
and caregivers across Southwestern Pennsylvania and provides a space where they can 
discuss care and education options amidst uncertainty surrounding the 2020-2021 school 
year due to COVID-19.  Upon signing-up, parents and other caregivers can post questions, 
respond to comments, connect, and support each other in making well-informed decisions 
about their children’s learning experiences this fall and beyond. 

WHY: Families are currently struggling with the available options surrounding care and 
education for their children. The Forum empowers parents to post questions, engage in 
discussion with other families, and to learn more about available care and education 
opportunities in their area. Additionally, caregivers who have availability and are seeking 
employment opportunities to provide care and education for children need a space to 
connect with families. This Forum enables them to do so.  

QUESTIONS & SUPPORT: Email forum@tryingtogether.org. 

Early Learning Resource Center (ELRC) Region 5 - www.elrc5.alleghenycounty.us  

WHO: The Allegheny County Department of Human Services (ACDHS) is pleased to partner 
with the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) to support Early Learning 
Resource Center (ELRC) Region 5 in partnership with The Alliance for Infants and Toddlers, 
and Trying Together. 

WHAT: Pennsylvania’s Early Learning Resource Centers (ELRCs) provide a single point-of-
contact for families, early learning service providers, and communities to gain information 
and access services that support high-quality child care and early learning 
programs.  ELRCs consolidated the work of Child Care Works (CCW) Agencies and 
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Regional Keys to create an enhanced resource and referral system for communities seeking 
early learning services and support. 

WHY: For Allegheny County residents who may need assistance with finding and funding for 
care and education this fall, they can contact Early Learning Resource Center (ELRC) 
Region 5 to learn more about their options.  

QUESTIONS & SUPPORT:  Call 412.350.3577 or 1.888.340.3572, or 
email elrc5@alleghenycounty.us.  

AS A REMINDER, CHROMEBOOK DISTRIBUTION IS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 21-22. Use these links for additonal information:  

Parent Welcome Back 2020.pdf   |  Chromebook Signature Page.pdf    |  CSD Chromebook 
Handbook 20-21.pdf  

 
 

August 7, 2020 
New School Year Updates and Information 

 
As we move closer to the beginning of the school year, we are providing 
reopening FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS document to offer additional information to 
families regarding school opening plans.  The FAQ is also posted on the district website.  

Instruction for all students will begin remotely on August 24, 2020.  Families will receive 
more specific information regarding student schedules, log in credentials, and technology 
distribution plans from building principals in the days ahead.   

Our remote learning model will provide all students in grades K-12 with the opportunity to 
engage with teachers using live interactions in Google Classroom.  Teachers will use this 
time to present new material, involve students in classroom discussion, work on problems 
together, monitor student progress, and answer questions.  Teachers will also post recorded 
lessons for students to view prior to entering classroom discussions.   

Students will follow a modified traditional schedule that carefully takes into consideration the 
amount of required screen time.  In addition to live instruction, teachers will have office hours 
during the regular school day to assist students with any questions they may have in regard 
to their coursework.  All live instruction in Google Classroom will be recorded and made 
available to students during all hours of the day.  This feature provides flexibility to students 
who are unable to attend live classes during the day to have access to all instructional 
materials.  Furthermore, support staff will be available in the evening hours to provide 
assistance to students who are struggling with assigned material.  

Additional information will be shared at our upcoming school board meetings on August 11 
and August 18.  Presentations at these meetings will provide families with more details 
regarding our approach to providing students with instructional services this school 
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year.  The meetings can be viewed on our YouTube channel with a link provided on the 
district website. 

Orientation for seventh grade students will be much different than other years. Because 
students cannot enter the building at this time, our teachers have prepared a video to help 
prepare seventh graders as they begin the new school year.  The video can be accessed 
here: ORIENTATION VIDEO. 

A Zoom meeting for all parents of special education students will be held Wednesday, 
August 12, beginning at 7:00 pm. The meeting will give parents the chance to meet Mrs. 
Sara Hoffman, new Director of Special Education and Pupil Services, to discuss special 
education services for the 2020-2021 school year, COVID compensatory services, transition 
services, and more.  Be sure to sign on for this important and informative meeting by using 
the following link:  https://zoom.us/j/96823211412. There will be time for parents to ask 
questions at the end of the meeting.  

More information about the start of the school year will be provided in the days ahead. We 
thank you for your support and  patience and look forward to seeing our students remotely in 
a few weeks. 
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