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Happy New Year to all of our Crafton families!  January is 

always about fresh beginnings and positive change.  I love 

the promise of the New Year and all of the possibilities that 

exist for children here at Crafton and their future.  The new 

year has brought a renewed sense of energy and dedication.  

The staff and students have come back from their holiday 

break excited and rejuvenated.  We continue to be          

dedicated to meeting the needs of each and every student at 

Crafton. 
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

Kindergarten—William Gargis  

First—Gabriella Medici  

Second—Taylor Froelich  

Third—Vivian Ciechanowski  

Fourth—Ian Robb 

Fifth—Chikamso Orji  

Sixth—Bonnie Krivanek  



Throughout December, students in Crafton were 

learning about and how to code.  Students wrote 

coding to Minecraft and Angry Birds.  Students    

enjoyed the experience, and we will be continue to 

offer these activities in our STEAM classes as well as 

in the classroom.  The coding does not have to stop 

at school.  All resources can be found at code.org. 

 

 

RECESS AND LUNCH 

HOUR OF CODE 

  2 

Welcome back to 2017.   With long breaks, students need  

reminders  for procedures and protocols.  Please take the 

time at home to review these cafeteria expectations: 

Raise your hand before getting out of your seat. 

Talk at voice level 1—a  whisper to your neighbor. 

Use good manners—saying please and thank you can go a 

long way. 

Remember to eat your own  food and do not share.  With 

allergies, this could be unsafe. 

Remember to wash your hands after recess or use the hand 

sanitizer that is supplied in the lunch room. 



REV. ED BOWEN CHARITABLE FUND FOR 

THE CHILDREN OF CRAFTON OF THE 

PITTSBURGH FOUNDATION  

Many of you may not know Ed Bowen, other than recognizing his name from the "Rev. 
Ed Bowen Charitable Fund for the Children of Crafton of The Pittsburgh Foundation . The 
fund says a lot about Ed. He was incredibly, almost unbelievably, giving of both his time and 
money. He loved working with kids. And he was a planner. 
 
Ed came to Crafton United Presbyterian Church in 2000. In a short time, he created a church-
based youth group that became an extension of Crafton Elementary School for many students. 
He and other church volunteers would meet kids in the school cafeteria on youth group days 
and walk them over to the church for a meal and homework help and activities. The church 
hosted dances for 4th-6th graders three or four times a year, and Ed was always on the dance 
floor leading a conga line at some point. Ed came to PTA meetings regularly to ask what the 
school's needs were and how his church could help. He volunteered for nearly every          
Scholastic Book Fair, every PPG Science Day, every Teachers vs Students Basketball Game, 
and every Fun Day. He organized coat drives and food drives, washed teachers' cars during 
Teacher Appreciation Week and got hit with countless water balloons, all in the name of 
school and church and community. 
 
Ed was also one of the few people who regularly attended Carlynton School Board meetings 
back in 2007. When the former Board and Superintendent began to publicly discuss plans to 
eliminate the neighborhood elementary schools, Ed shared his concerns and sparked the 
community surge that kept both schools open. 
 
Right after he moved to West Virginia in 2012 and learned he had cancer, Ed contacted 
Crafton PTA and asked if he could donate $25,000 to our school. We hesitated, mainly        
because we wanted to think of a meaningful way to use the money, as a tribute to Ed. We 
turned to the Pittsburgh Foundation for advice, and then asked Ed if he would be willing to 
take the $25,000 and set up a fund for the school through the Foundation. When the paper-
work was done, Ed shocked us with the news that the fund's initial investment amount was 
$200,000. Because Ed set the gift up as an endowment, Crafton Elementary will receive the 
interest that the fund's investment earns each year. Forever. His generosity has paid for extra 
playground equipment and playground surfacing, the LCD screen in the school lobby, STEAM 
room furniture, laptops, and other equipment. 
 
Ed set up a similar fund for the children of Southern Wayne County, WV, where his faith led 
him to once again create youth groups and other opportunities for young people, to feed and 
clothe people in need. Ed had been told he might only live for 18 months after his diagnosis. 
He lived with purpose for 4 years. 
 
**The above was written by a very thoughtful and caring parent.  I only met Ed Bowen one 
time during my time at Crafton.  It was like meeting a superstar because of all of the things 
that he did for Crafton Elementary.  I am happy to have met him and will continue to work 
with the committee to ensure that the funds always benefit the students 
        - Marsha Burleson 



Grades K-6 participated in the DIBELS  and Study Island assessments.   These were com-

pleted in December before our holiday break. The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early        

Literacy Skills (DIBELS) are a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition 

of early literacy skills from kindergarten through sixth grade. They are designed to be short 

(one minute) fluency measures used to regularly monitor the development of early literacy 

and early reading skills. DIBELS are comprised of seven measures to function as indicators 

of phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, accuracy and fluency with connected text, 

reading comprehension, and vocabulary. DIBELS were       

designed for use in identifying children experiencing           

difficulty in acquisition of basic early literacy skills in order to 

provide support early and prevent the occurrences of later 

reading difficulties. The Study Island Benchmarks are     

quarterly assessments for grades 3-8. These assessments 

were created specifically to mirror the content and format of 

the PSSA. They are intended to provide a quick estimate of 

how students would perform on the PSSA if the state tests 

were administered on the same day   Both of these                

assessments provide the teachers with valuable data.  The data is analyzed and utilized to 

inform decisions and help implement instruction.  The teachers work hard to ensure that 

students are met on their learning continuum and moved ahead accordingly. 

STUDY ISLAND AND DIBELS 

THANK YOU 
Volunteers don’t necessarily have the time; they just have 

the heart. 

- Elizabeth Andrew 

 

Thank you to all of the parents and families who came to help with 

different holiday activities and parties.  From crafts to Jingle Bell 

Junction, it was wonderful to see how we could all come together to 

make  memories for our students.  A special thank you to all of the 

parents that helped create the cookie tins for the Crafton staff.  They 

were delicious and thoughtful.  I hope everyone had a great holiday 

and a wonderful new year. 



WINTER CHORUS AND 

BAND CONCERT 

I would like to extend a sincere thank 

you to Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Priore, and 

Ms. Ferro for their commitment to 

making  this year’s holiday perfor-

mance something that the students 

were extremely proud of.  It was great 

to see such talent come together from 

both elementary buildings to perform 

in the holiday concerts for a proud 

and excited audience. 

 
We are excited to be participating with the Pitts-
burgh Marathon “Kids of STEEL” program for the 
3rd year in a row. Kids of STEEL is an exercise and 
nutrition program designed to motivate children to 
pursue both quality nutrition and an active lifestyle 
by incorporating exercise and healthy eating habits 
into their daily routine. During a three-month train-
ing period, children will earn miles to run the equiva-
lent of a full marathon (26.2 miles). Physical activity 
that results in 20 minutes of heavy breathing is equal 
to one mile.  The students are to track (the chart is on 
the Pittsburgh Marathon website, see link below) the 
number of miles they earn each day.  
Kids of STEEL culminates in The Toyota of Pitts-
burgh Kids Marathon; a one mile fun run (not timed) 
for children to run with family and friends on May 6, 
2017.  ALL REGISTRATION IS TO BE COM-
PLETED ONLINE.  To register log onto www.thepittsburghmarathon.com/
KidsOfSteel. Registration closes March 31, 2017. There are two program choices 
for the Kids of STEEL. To register for the Kids of STEEL program and run the 
Pittsburgh Kids Marathon, the cost is $20, which includes one parent registra-
tion. To register for just the Kids of STEEL program there is no cost, but you will 
not be able to participate in the Kids Marathon race.   If you have any questions 
please contact Mr. Hope at stephen.hope@carlynton.k12.pa.us or Mr. Ficorilli 
at joshua.ficorilli@carlynton.k12.pa.us. 

KIDS OF STEEL PROGRAM 
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